


1 Monika Sosnowska
¢ (Schaulager, Basel) This
§ thirty-sixyear-old Polish
§ artist mounted the most
= compelling exhibition
| saw this year (curated
by Theodora Vischer).
For the first time in her
career, Sosnowska
brought together old work
and sorme new—rnine
sculptures, both tiny and
huge, each engaging the
problem of scale. I'll
never forget her enor-
mous hanging /dropped
ceiling, with pieces of its
center having fallen onto
the floor; her human-size
sculpture on “legs”; her
mini-city in a paper hag.

3 Philippe Parreno (Pilar Corrias, London) What
would a work of art be if it were a functional object for
just one month out of the year? A Christmas tree, of
course. Parreno's Fraught Times: For Efeven Months
of the Year It's an Artwork and in December It's
Christmas (October), 2008, is an aluminum tree
sculpture painted by hand, covered in artificial snow
and chrome ornaments. The idea came to him
eighteen years ago: It is an anachronistic gift that, in
Parrenc's words and true to its title, “troubles time.”

4 Ziad Antar (Blank, Paris) How does one make art today ina
torn Lebanon, a nation just out of war with Israel and where nearly
one hundred people died in Beirut’s civil conflict this past winter?
Antar attempts to answer this guestion, working between Paris and
Saida, Lebanon, and creating videos and photographs that suggest
far more than they name. La Marche Turgue (Turkish March), 2007,
a minimal video piece charged with emotion and exhibited at the
independent space Blank, presents a high-angle view of a young
woman playing Mozart’s “Alla Turca” sonata while dampening the
sounds, so that we hear only the blunted tones of the keys, like a
silent military march, One of the year's very elegiac pieces.

Ziad Antar, La Marche Turgue (Turkish March), 2007,
still from a black-and-white video, 3 minutes.
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2 Anri Sala (Galerie Chantal Crousel, Paris) As a
reflection on the notion of site, both its space and
its time, this exhibition had a subtle pace set by the
temporal succession of the different pieces. Two
works in particular have stayed with me: After Three
Minutes, 2007, a two-channel video projection of a
cymbal lit by a strobe and filmed first in video, then at
two frames per second without sound, generating an
arrhythmic syncopation within and between images;
and Title Suspended, 2008, a small sculpture of two
hands gloved in purple plastic and spinning in place
side by side. They were moments of grace.

Anrl Sala, After Three Minutes, 2007, still from a color video, & minutes.
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